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1) Provide the full bibliographical form for the article that you summarized.  

Use correct form according to the style manual of the American 

Psychological Association (APA), 6th edition.  If more than one experiment 

was reported, use a second form, but you need not duplicate information for 

the second experiment.   

 

Barbetta, P.M., Heward, W.L., Bradley, D.M., & Miller, A.D. (1994).  Effects of  

 

immediate and delayed error correction on the acquisition and maintenance of  

 

sight words by students with developmental disabilities.  Journal of Applied  

 

Behavior Analysis, 27, 177-178. 

 

2) Provide a one paragraph abstract in your own words.  The abstract should 

not exceed 200 words and should be double-spaced.  

 

This study compared the effects of immediate error correction versus  

delayed error correction on sight word acquisition for 5 students with 

developmental disabilities.  The dependent variables were the percentage of 

correctly read words during instruction, the percentage of mastered words read 

during daily reading tests, and the number of mastered words read during one and 

two week maintenance tests.  The results of the study suggest that the immediate 

error correction procedure was more effective than delayed error correction on all 

measures.   

 

3) Fully define the behaviors that were studied and changed as a result of the 

experimental intervention.  

 

Four behaviors were studied and changed.  They were: 1) the percentage  

 of words read correctly during instruction, 2) the number of words read correctly  

 on same-day tests, 3) the number of words read correctly on next-day tests, and 4)  

 the percentage of words read correctly on one and two week maintenance tests.   

  



 

 

NOTE- For behaviors such as “aggressive,” you should define the behavior in 

terms of the specific behavior targeted for change.  

 

4) How were the data collected and reported?  (Check all that apply) 

Note- You will not check of something from each option. You should review the 

data collection(s) from the article and select only those types that apply.  

 

a) Event recording reported in:  Percentages X  Rate____ Number___ Other___ 

 

b) Interval recording:   Whole___  Partial_____         Seconds____  Minutes ___ 

              

             Continuous____  Noncontinuous_____   Other_________ 

 

c) Trials reported in:  Percentages___ Rate____ Number___ Other___ 

 

d) Learn units: Percentages___ Rate____ Number___ Other___ 

 

e) Time sampling ______ 

 

f) Other _____________ 

 

 

5) Interobserver agreement (Reliability) 

Hint- If you are having a difficult time finding this in the article, search for the 

term. Integrity of treatment is also sometimes listed as treatment fidelity.  

 

a) Percentage or number of sessions with interobserver agreement 33% 

b) Mean % of agreement across all sessions  99.5% (same-day), 99.8% (next-day), 

100% (practice and maintenance) 

c) Range of % of agreement from lowest ________ to highest _______ 

d) (If given) Mean intervals agreed ___% Mean intervals non agreed ___% 

e) Integrity of Treatment 

 

6) List the tactic or tactics used (e.g., token economy, interspersal of known 

items, stimulus or response prompts, DRO, time out from reinforcement, 

planned ignoring, teacher or social reinforcement, Premack principle, 

shaping, schedule thinning) 

 

Response prompts were used in the form of immediate and delayed error 

correction  

 

7) How many participants were studied?  5    How were the participants labeled 

or described (e.g., developmentally delayed, second graders, teachers, 

students)? 7 to 9 year old male and female students with developmental delays 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

8) List the principle (or principles) of behavior directly associated with the 

experimental-intervention tactic used (e.g., positive reinforcement, positive 

punishment, negative reinforcement, negative punishment, modeling, 

shaping, differential reinforcement, extinction) 

 

Differential reinforcement 

 

9) Briefly summarize the results (use trend, range, and mean when you have 

mastered the terms).  Was a functional relationship shown?  Yes____ No____ 

 

Generally, immediate error correction was more effective than delayed error 

correction.  The following results were produced by immediate error correction.   

 

a) Practice tests/instruction:  44% more correct responses (range, 28% to 

53%) 

b) Same and next-day test scores:  89% and 87% correct responses, 

respectively 

c) Maintenance measures: 1-week mean was 85% (range, 75% to 88%) and 

2-week mean was 83% (range, 67% to 81%)  

 

 

10) How could you apply or adapt the procedures from the study in your setting 

or in which setting could they be applied? 

 

These procedures would be helpful when working with individuals with  

developmental disabilities to read Dolch sight words.  These results suggest that using 

immediate error correction would be more effective than delaying an error correction 

when students respond incorrectly during reading or other textual instruction.  

 

11) How were the results socially significant? 

The results were educationally significant because they indicate that  

students with developmental disabilities may produce more correct responses 

when presented with immediate error correction than when presented with 

delayed error correction.   

 

 

 

 
 


